
Essay Verification within 
PharmCAS



iParadigms History 1995

Software created by Ph.D. students to 

match patterns in brainwaves 



iParadigms 2011

• Turnitin- Academic classroom 
service used by 10,000+ 
institutional clients

• iThenticate- Research, 
publishers, government, 
corporate clients

• Turnitin for Admissions 
developed and released



Campbell’s Law "The more any 
quantitative social indicator is 
used for social decision-making, 
the more subject it will be to 
corruption pressures and the 
more apt it will be to distort and 
corrupt the social processes it is 
intended to monitor." Donald T. Campbell, Social 

Science Researcher 

In other words, the higher the stakes, the 

more likely people will plagiarize or 

cheat.



Methodist ministry applicants

New Client



The Shadow Scholar

$249 to $1000’s 



Adam Wheeler

Faked: transcripts, standardized exam 

scores, letters of recommendation, 

publications, academic work, $45,000 
grants and awards. Guilty plea 12/10



Countrywide Similarity report

Review of 452,964 personal 

statements from a online application 

service we found:

44% of the statements contained 
matching text (over 1 million 
matches)

36%  statements contained 
significant matching text



Published on July 20th 2010

Harvard University- study of 
medical residency application 
personal statements.

Concluded that all resident 
personal statements should 
be for checked plagiarism.



Boston Globe July 20th 2010

“I was dismayed by the 
extent we found,” Segal 
said in an interview. “A 
professional lapse as 
great as this is 
unacceptable.”

Dr. Scott Segal
Harvard Medical School, Brigham and Women's Hospital



Documents are compared to:

The Internet (archived 9 yrs)

Journals, newspapers, 
magazines, newswires, 
books, textbooks, 
encyclopedias….

160,000,000 Tii student docs

Tii for Admissions documents



Discovers & Allows

Possible plagiarism

Recycled submissions

Purchased documents

Duplicate responses

Make fair decisions and know 
more about applicants based 
on verified documents



PharmCAS Admissions Portal



Similarity report 



Matching document retrieved



Content Tracking view presents 
overlaid matching sources



Printable Summary Report
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