
   
 

   
 

September 15, 2025 
 
The Honorable Mike Johnson   The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
Speaker      Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives   U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515    Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

The Honorable John Thune   The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader     Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate      U.S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 

  
Dear Speaker Johnson, Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, and Minority 
Leader Jeffries:   
 
As Deans of the nation’s colleges and schools of pharmacy, we are writing to urge swift 
action to protect America’s seniors and preserve access to essential pharmacist-
provided care by passing the Ensuring Community Access to Pharmacist Services Act 
(ECAPS) into law. 
 
America’s seniors deserve better than shuttered pharmacies, higher costs, and 
delayed care. H.R. 3164/S.2426 safeguards their access to frontline pharmacy 
professionals who are often the only healthcare providers in rural communities. 
Pharmacists help people live better lives and keep them out of overcrowded, expensive 
emergency rooms all while strengthening our nation’s public health response.  
 
Under ECAPS, pharmacists will be able to continue to provide preventive healthcare 
services to seniors at a lower cost, reducing unnecessary hospitalizations and state and 
federal healthcare costs. This fiscally responsible solution strengthens America’s 
healthcare infrastructure and saves taxpayer dollars. 
 
Without ECAPS, many community pharmacies will continue to close, leaving seniors 
with fewer options and higher hurdles to get the care they need. Seniors will be forced 
to travel, receive higher cost of care or forgo care altogether leading to greater 
downstream negative impacts for our patients and worsen our broken healthcare 
system.   
 
Updated community pharmacy closure data is available to view in your states and 
congressional districts. ECAPS is a reimbursement bill and does not supersede state 
scope of practice laws.  
  
Pharmacists are well-trained and highly qualified to provide clinical services with a 
minimum of 6 years of education focusing on pharmacotherapy, medication and disease 
management, clinical decision-making, patient education, and preventive care. All 
college and school of pharmacy graduates earn a doctor of pharmacy (PharmD) degree 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3164/titles
https://www.aacp.org/article/pharmacy-closures-us


   
 

   
 

signifying the complexity and advanced training needed for patient care and medication 
use and management. All colleges and schools of pharmacy programs are required, by 
the 2025 Standards for PharmD Program Accreditation from the Accreditation Council 
for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), to deliver didactic training that includes evidence-
based clinical decision making, as well as therapeutic treatment planning which includes 
diagnosing and prescribing. All student pharmacists are required to complete no less 
than 1740 hours of patient care experience purposefully integrated into the curriculum 
which prepares pharmacists for post-graduate training. Many PharmD graduates 
continue with post-graduate training in one of over 2,300 pharmacy residency programs 
across the U.S., providing pharmacists with specialized skills in a wide range of areas 
including ambulatory care, infectious diseases, and psychiatry – all areas where 
physician shortages make patient access to care challenging. As Doctors of Pharmacy, 
pharmacists are clinically competent, easily accessible providers available right in the 
local community. 
 
Inaction is not an option and pharmacists are indispensable, here’s why:  
 
• Pharmacists are the most accessible health care provider. Nine in 10 Americans live 

within 5 miles of a pharmacy, and patients visit their community pharmacist 
approximately twice as frequently as they visit primary care physicians. Pharmacy 
locations offer 95.7% more operating hours than physician practice sites.  

 
• Pharmacists keep senior and rural communities healthy. More than half of 

pharmacists (55%) work in a community-based setting and 77% of community 
pharmacies serve population areas of 50,000 or fewer.  

 
• Prompt pharmacist care averted 1 million deaths and hundreds of billions in costs. 

By conservative estimates, the 350 million clinical interventions to approximately 150 
million people that pharmacists provided have saved millions of lives and over $450 
billion in healthcare costs. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) previously 
scored ECAPS with a range as low as $2.3 billion over 10 years. This return on 
investment (ROI) for our states and Medicare seniors is undeniable. 

 
Without action, the population most vulnerable to common respiratory conditions, our 
nation’s seniors, will be left without coverage for services provided by pharmacists on 
which they have come to rely.    
 
Thank you for your continued support for our nation’s pharmacists, educators, student 
pharmacists, and seniors.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/36202712/


   
 

   
 

Alabama 
Leigh Ann Ross, PharmD, BCPS, FASHP, FCCP, FAPhA, FNAP 
Dean and Bell Endowed Chair 
Auburn University Harrison School of Pharmacy 
 
Michael A. Crouch, PharmD, MBA, FASHP 
Dean, McWhorter School of Pharmacy 
Samford University McWhorter School of Pharmacy 
 
Arizona 
Brian Erstad, PharmD 
Professor and Interim Dean 
The University of Arizona R. Ken Coit College of Pharmacy 
 
Arkansas 
Julie A. Hixson-Wallace, PharmD, MBA, BCPS 
Dean and Professor 
Harding University College of Pharmacy 
 
Cindy D. Stowe, PharmD 
Dean and Professor 
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences College of Pharmacy 
 
California 
Xiaodong Feng, PhD, PharmD 
Dean and Professor 
California Northstate University College of Pharmacy 
 
Rennolds Ostrom, Ph.D. 
Dean 
Chapman University School of Pharmacy (CUSP) 
 
Kyle M. Sousa, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
Loma Linda University School of Pharmacy 
 
Catherine Cone, PharmD, EdD 
Dean Touro University California College of Pharmacy 
Touro University California College of Pharmacy 
 
Jan D. Hirsch, BS Pharm, PhD, FNAP 
Founding Dean and Professor of Clinical Pharmacy 
University of California, Irvine School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 



   
 

   
 

Brookie M. Best, PharmD, MAS 
Dean and Professor 
Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of California San 
Diego 
 
Kathleen M. Giacomini, PhD, BSPharm 
Dean 
University of California, San Francisco School of Pharmacy 
 
Vassilios Papadopoulos, PharmD, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
Alfred E. Mann School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of 
Southern California 
 
Berit Gundersen, PharmD 
Dean 
University of the Pacific Thomas J. Long School of Pharmacy 
 
Kurt A. Wargo, PharmD, BCPS, FCCP 
Dean and Professor 
West Coast University School of Pharmacy 
 
Sunil Prabhu 
Dean and Professor 
Western University of Health Sciences 
 
Colorado 
Samit Shah, PhD, RPh, MBA 
Dean and Professor 
Regis University School of Pharmacy 
 
Ralph J. Altiere, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
University of Colorado Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
Connecticut 
Philip M. Hritcko, Pharm.D., FCPA 
Dean and Clinical Professor 
University of Connecticut School of Pharmacy  
 
Ahmed Abdelmageed, PharmD 
Dean, School of Pharmacy and PA Studies 
University of Saint Joseph School of Pharmacy 



   
 

   
 

Florida 
Seth Y. Ablordeppey 
Professor and Interim Dean 
Florida A&M University College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
 
Subrata Deb, B.Pharm., M.Pharm., Ph.D. 
Dean and Professor 
Larkin University College of Pharmacy 
 
Michelle A. Clark, Ph.D. 
Dean and Professor, Barry and Judy Silverman College of Pharmacy 
Nova Southeastern University College of Pharmacy 
 
Georgia 
Pamela M. Moye, Pharm.D., BCPS 
Interim Dean 
Mercer University College of Pharmacy 
 
Sara (Mandy) Reece, PharmD 
Dean and Chief Academic Officer, and Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine School of Pharmacy 
 
Adegoke O Adeniji RPh, PhD 
Interim Dean 
South University School of Pharmacy 
 
Hawaii 
Rae Matsumoto, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
Daniel K. Inouye College of Pharmacy at the University of Hawaii at Hilo 
 
Idaho 
Thomas G. Wadsworth, PharmD, BCPS 
Dean 
Idaho State University L.S. Skaggs College of Pharmacy 
 
Illinois 
Melissa Hogan, PharmD 
Dean of the College of Science, Health and Pharmacy- Schaumburg and Associate 
Provost of the Schaumburg Campus 
Roosevelt University College of Pharmacy 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Indiana 
Robert Soltis, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
Butler University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
W. Thomas Smith, PharmD, JD 
Dean, School of Pharmacy 
Manchester University College of Pharmacy, Natural and Health Sciences 
 
Eric L. Barker, PhD 
Vice President for Health Affairs and Jeannie and Jim Chaney Dean of Pharmacy 
Purdue University College of Pharmacy 
 
Iowa 
Erik D. Maki, PharmD, BCPS 
Dean, College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
Drake University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
Jill M. Kolesar, PharmD, MS 
Dean and Professor 
The University of Iowa College of Pharmacy 
 
Kentucky 
Misty M Stutz, PharmD 
Dean 
Sullivan University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
Maryland 
Matthew Shimoda 
Dean 
Notre Dame of Maryland University School of Pharmacy 
 
Massachusetts 
Paul Belliveau, RPh, PharmD 
Dean 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences University School of 
Pharmacy-Worcester/Manchester 
 
Robert DiCenzo, PharmD, BCPS, FCCP, FAPhA 
Associate Provost for Pharmacy Education and Dean 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences – Boston 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Michael J. Gonyeau, BS Pharm, PharmD, MEd, FNAP, FCCP, BCPS, RPh 
Clinical Professor, Interim Dean 
Northeastern University Bouve College of Health Sciences School of Pharmacy 
 
John M. Pezzuto, PhD, DSc 
Professor and Dean 
Western New England University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
Michigan 
Stephen W. Durst, BS Pharm, PharmD 
Dean, College of Pharmacy 
Ferris State University College of Pharmacy 
 
Vicki L. Ellingrod, PharmD, FCCP, FACNP 
Dean and John Gideon Searle Professor of Pharmacy 
University of Michigan College of Pharmacy 
 
Mississippi 
Donna Strum 
Dean 
The University of Mississippi School of Pharmacy 
 
Missouri 
Terri Warholak, PhD, RPh, FAPhA 
Dean, St. Louis College of Pharmacy 
University of Health Sciences and Pharmacy in St. Louis 
 
North Carolina 
Jeff Mercer, PharmD, MBA 
Dean and Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
Campbell University College of Pharmacy & Health Sciences 
 
Mary Jayne Kennedy, BS Pharm, PharmD, DABCP 
Dean and Professor 
High Point University Fred Wilson School of Pharmacy 
 
Kim Brouwer, PharmD, PhD 
Interim Dean and W.R. Kenan, Jr., Distinguished Professor 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Eshelman School of Pharmacy 
 
J. Andrew Woods, Pharm.D. 
Dean and Professor of Pharmacy 
Wingate University School of Pharmacy 



   
 

   
 

Nebraska 
Donald G. Klepser, PhD, MBA 
Interim Jospeh D. Williams Endowed Dean 
University of Nebraska Medical Center College of Pharmacy 
 
Nevada 
Larrry D. Fannin, BSPharm, PharmD. 
Dean and Professor 
Roseman University of Health Sciences College of Pharmacy 
 
New Jersey 
Anastasia Rivkin, PharmD, EdD, BCPS 
Dean, Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
Fairleigh Dickinson University School of Pharmacy & Health Sciences 
 
Joseph Barone, PharmD, FCCP 
Dean 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy 
 
New Mexico 
Donald A Godwin, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
University of New Mexico College of Pharmacy 
 
New York 
Elena M. Umland, BS, PharmD, FNAP 
Dean and Professor 
Albany College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
Kanneboyina Nagaraju, DVM, PhD 
Dean and SUNY Distinguished Professor 
Binghamton University-State University of New York 
 
Canio J. Marasco, Jr.,PhD 
Dean and Professor 
D’Youville University School of Pharmacy 
 
Cristine R. Birnie, R.Ph., Ph.D. 
Dean, Wegmans School of Pharmacy 
St. John Fisher University 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Anne Lin, Pharm.D., FNAP 
Dean and Professor 
St. John's University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
Henry Cohen, Pharm.D., MSc., FCCM 
Dean 
Touro College of Pharmacy-New York 
 
Gary M. Pollack, PhD 
Dean 
School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Buffalo 
 
Ohio 
Jeffrey A. Bates, PharmD, BS Pharm, FMPA 
Dean and Professor 
Cedarville University School of Pharmacy 
 
Katherine Tromp, PharmD 
Dean 
Northeast Ohio Medical University College of Pharmacy 
 
Stuart Beatty, PharmD, MPAL 
Dean 
Ohio Northern University Raabe College of Pharmacy 
 
Deanna L Kroetz, BPharm PhD 
Dean 
The Ohio State University College of Pharmacy 
 
Christopher K. Surratt, Ph.D. 
Professor and Dean 
University of Cincinnati James L. Winkle College of Pharmacy 
 
Debra L Parker, PharmD, MBA, BCPS 
Dean, College of Pharmacy 
University of Findlay 
 
Pennsylvania 
S. Suresh Madhavan 
Dean and Professor 
Temple University School of Pharmacy 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Amy Seybert, PharmD, FASHP, FCCP, CHSE 
Dean and Professor 
University of Pittsburgh School of Pharmacy 
 
Edward F. Foote 
Dean  
Saint Joseph’s University Philadelphia College of Pharmacy 
 
Jonathan D. Ference, PharmD 
Dean 
Wilkes University Nesbitt School of Pharmacy 
 
Puerto Rico 
Wanda T Maldonado-Dávila, BSPharm, PharmD, FNAP 
Dean 
University of Puerto Rico School of Pharmacy 
 
Rhode Island 
Kerry LaPlante, PharmD, FCCP, FIDP, FIDSA 
CEO Dean 
The University of Rhode Island College of Pharmacy 
 
South Carolina 
Giuseppe Gumina, PhD 
Dean 
Presbyterian College School of Pharmacy 
 
Stephen J. Cutler, PhD 
Dean and Professor  
University of South Carolina College of Pharmacy 
 
Tennessee 
Sharrel Pinto, BSPharm, DMM, MS, PhD, FAPhA 
Dean and Professor 
Belmont University College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences 
 
Thomas M. Campbell, Pharm.D., FTPA 
Dean and Professor 
Lipscomb University College of Pharmacy 
 
Kim M. Jones, PharmD, BCPS, FASHP, FTPA 
Dean and Professor of Pharmacy Practice 
Union University College of Pharmacy 



   
 

   
 

Texas 
Samuel M. Poloyac 
Dean 
The University of Texas at Austin College of Pharmacy 
 
David F. Maize, R.Ph., Ph.D. 
Dean and Professor 
University of the Incarnate Word Feik School of Pharmacy 
 
Utah 
Randall T. Peterson, PhD 
L. S. Skaggs Presidential Endowed Chair and Dean 
University of Utah College of Pharmacy 
 
Virginia 
Susan L. Mayhew, PharmD, FASHP 
Provost and Dean 
Appalachian College of Pharmacy 
 
Robert S. Kidd, PharmD, PhD 
Dean and Professor of Biopharmaceutical Sciences and Pharmacogenomics 
Shenandoah University Bernard J. Dunn School of Pharmacy 
 
Kelechi C. Ogbonna, PharmD, MSHA 
Dean and Professor 
Virginia Commonwealth University School of Pharmacy 
 
Anand Iyer, PhD, MBA 
Dean 
Hampton University School of Pharmacy 
 
Washington 
Jayanth Panyam, Ph.D. 
Professor and Dean 
University of Washington School of Pharmacy 
 
Julie Akers, PharmD, FWSPA 
Dean 
Washington State University College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences 
College of Pharmacy 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

West Virgina 
Eric R. Blough, Ph.D. 
Dean 
Marshall University School of Pharmacy 
 
William P. Petros 
Dean and Professor, School of Pharmacy 
West Virginia University School of Pharmacy 
 
Wisconsin 
Erik C. Jorvig, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
Concordia University Wisconsin School of Pharmacy 
 
Steven M. Swanson, PhD 
Dean and Professor 
University of Wisconsin-Madison School of Pharmacy 
 
George E. MacKinnon III, PhD, DMSc (Hon), MS, RPh, FASHP, FNAP 
Founding Dean School of Pharmacy, Professor Pharmacy, Family Medicine, and 
Institute for Health & Humanity 
Medical College of Wisconsin School of Pharmacy 
 
International 
Naser Zaki Alsharif, Pharm.D., M.S., Ph.D. 
Professor and Dean 
Lebanese American University School of Pharmacy 
 
Members 
Gina Craft, PharmD, MBA 
Professor, Interim Dean 
 
Kathleen B. Kennedy, Pharm.D. 
Dean 
 
Russell B. Melchert, PhD, RPh  
Pharmacist-Scientist 
 
Michael Hogue, PharmD, FAPhA, FNAP, FFIP  
Executive Vice President and Chief Executive Officer 
American Pharmacists Association (APhA) 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Lee C. Vermeulen, BSPharm, MS, FCCP, FFIP  
Executive Vice President and CEO  
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) 
 


