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Presenter Introduction

Katrina Delgrosso is the Head of Mid-Atlantic Campus & Event 

Development at College Ave Student Loans and is responsible 

for campus development in the states of MA, PA, MD, DE, and 

DC, also serving in a national role with high school outreach 

efforts. Kat has been in the financial aid industry for over 29 

years and was previously at The College Board, Syracuse 

University, University of Rochester, and in student loans. Kat 

earned a B.S. in Economics from Penn State University.



Company Overview



Different and Better. A Winning Combo.



Cost of Attendance
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Sticker Price/Cost of Attendance (COA)

What you need to know

Á COA varies at each college/university

Á Reviewed annually

Á Tuition and fee increases

Á Includes the basic costs needed to 
attend college at that school
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What Does Sticker Price/COA Include?

Five main categories 

Tuition and Fees

+ Food and Housing

+ Books and Supplies

+ Transportation

+ Personal Expenses

= Cost of Attendance (COA)

Schools can have additional 
fees, such as parking or 
required equipment.



Financial Aid
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Financial Aid Basics

Common Questions Families Ask

Á What is financial aid?

o Grants, scholarships, work, and loans

Á How do students and families qualify? 

o Apply 

o Financial need is calculated

Á Where does the money come from? 

o Federal/U.S. government

o State government

o College or university

o Local organizations/individuals



What ïTypes of Financial Aid
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How ïHow Do Students Apply for Financial Aid?

What are the main steps?

Á Look at the deadlines for each college

Á File the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA)ҮU.S. citizens or 

permanent residents only

Á International students are not 

able to complete the FAFSA or 

receive federal aidҮtry for 

institutional aid or private loans

Á File the CSS Profile® (if requested)

Á Apply early for state, local, and private 

scholarships and grants

Á Compare financial aid award offers

Á Choose where to attend your program
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How ïHow to Calculate Need for Need-Based Aid

Cost of Attendance (COA)

ï Calculated Family Contribution

= Financial Need*

*Your need-based financial aid + non-need based financial aid 

cannot exceed the Cost of Attendance in most cases.



Common Misconceptions



Sample Financial Aid Award and Gap

*You can also cover your some or all of your family contribution + your gap 

through federal or private educational loans.
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Federal Aid 

Main federal aid programs

Á U.S. citizens and permanent residents 

Á Need-based:

o Pell Grantðundergraduate 

o Supplemental Educational Opportunity 
Grant (FSEOG)ðundergraduate 

o Work Studyðundergraduate and some 
graduate/professional level 

o Direct Loans (students)ðSubsidized 
Loansðundergraduate only

Á Not need-based:

o Post-9/11 GI Bill (veterans benefits) 

o Direct Loans (students)ðUnsubsidized 
Loans (undergraduate and 
graduate/professional)

o PLUS Loans (parents) 

o GradPLUS Loans (graduate/professional 
level)

o Loans from Health Resources & 
Services Administration (HRSA)

o TEACH Grants
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State Aid

Apply for state aid on the FAFSA 

website once FAFSA submitted

Á Can be grants, scholarships, or loans

Á Amounts vary by state 

Á May or may not be available for 

graduate/professional students

Á Sometimes can only qualify if student 

attends within home state; sometimes can 

take outside state lines

Á Some have early deadlines1

1 https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/fafsa-deadlines

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/fafsa-deadlines
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Money from College/University

Institutional funding can vary

Á Grants, scholarships, work and 

loans

Á International students may qualify

Á Grants are need-based

Á Scholarships are academic or                           

talent-based

Á Examples: fellowships, 

assistantships, tuition scholarships, 

other grants from school
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Private/Outside Sources of Aid

Additional sources to fill the gap

Á International and domestic students may 

qualify

Á Outside scholarships

o National/regional/local

o Use search engines to narrow down 

opportunities

o College Ave Blog ïscholarship sources 

Á Private loans

Á Consumer loans
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How Students Afford Their Education

Source: https://www.collegeavestudentloans.com/blog/how-families-pay-for-college/

https://www.collegeavestudentloans.com/blog/how-families-pay-for-college/
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Education Loans

Source: https://www.collegeavestudentloans.com/blog/how-families-pay-for-college/

https://www.collegeavestudentloans.com/blog/how-families-pay-for-college/
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Federal Loan 2022-23 Fees

Á Total amount of loan minus loan 

fee = amount sent to school

Á Federal Unsubsidized Direct 

Loan fee = 1.057%

Á GradPLUS Loans = 4.228%

Federal Loans (https://studentaid.gov/)

Federal Loan 2022-23 Interest 

Rates

Á Federal Unsubsidized Direct 

Loans = 6.54% for 

graduate/professional students

Á GradPLUS = 7.54%


