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Background

e Pharmacists’ authority to administer immunizations has
evolved significantly over the last few decades, including
expansion of the types of vaccines pharmacists can
administer and increased authority to administer vaccines
without a prescription.?’

e To ensure pharmacy students are ready for this expanded
clinical role, immunization services are included in the

ACPE Accreditation Standard 2.3 Health and Wellhess?
and as one of the core Entrustable Professional Activities.?

e The University of Georgia (UGA) College of Pharmacy uses
the American Pharmacists Association (APhA) Pharmacy-
based Immunization Delivery course as baseline training
for pharmacy students to meet this required practice skill.

e To further prepare students to be “practice-ready” and
manage an immunization service, second-year (P2)
students also participate in a mock immunization clinic
prior to their first patient care experience.

e The simulation consisted of the following stations:

1. Patient

2. Non-immunizer Clinic Role
3. Vaccine Administration

4. Documentation

5. Frequently Asked Questions

Objective

To assess the impact of a flu clinic simulation on student
perceived readiness to provide immunization services and to
assess immunization administration performance.
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Methods

Student Perceptions: P2 students completed a pre-/post-survey where they evaluated their perceived readiness to independently perform 10
skills integral to the immunization process using a 3-point scale:

1. Ready - | feel like | am ready to do this as a practicing pharmacist.

2. Somewhat Ready - While not completely ready to perform independently, | am familiar enough with this topic and know where to look for
more information.

3. Not Ready - | am not ready to perform and feel like | need additional training before | can do this in practice.

* Pre- and post- scores were compared using the Wilcoxon signed-rank test.

 In the post-simulation survey, students were asked additional questions about how preceptor feedback and the simulation impacted their
perceived readiness.

Preceptor Evaluation: Faculty also evaluated students at the Vaccine Administration station, where they assessed students ability to
independently complete steps of the process and assigned an overall rating.
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Students indicated increased sense of readiness for all steps of the
process (P<.0001 for all areas).

Implications

the administration station.
e However, based on the positive results, this study demonstrates that simulations can be a useful tool to reinforce best practices for

e 92% reported feeling more prepared because of the realistic
gualities of the simulation.

Simulations can require significant faculty oversight, which can be a limitation for many programs. Formal faculty evaluation was limited to
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